CHARLES BESSARD E NANNE DE RU
ALLUNGANO TRA GLI ALBERI DELLA
FORESTA DI BEENNEKOM, OLANDA,
UNA STRUTTURA CANDIDA CHE

51 APPOGGIA SUL TERRENDO COME
UMNA GRANDE SCULTURA PLASTICA

Lo studio Powerhouse Company & stoto fon-
dato nel 2005 da Charles Bessard e Nanne de Ru.
Diviga tra Rotterdam e Copenhagen, la struttura
nasce dall'idea del suol fondotod dif lovorare In
maniera autonoma, conservando una visione del-
l'architettura comune @ instaurando una coopena-
zionecapace di metters a frutto le diverse identitd.
La Villa 1 & il lore primo edificio reclizzate e rap-
presentaal meglic lagenesi, culturale e professio-
nale, delio studio. 5i trova nell’aren di Bennekom,
in una foresta creata negli annd Cinguanta per la
caoltivazione di abeti Dauglas, alberi da taglio dal
tronco longilineo.

Come epesses accade in Olanda, la naturalitd
apparente nasconde la mano dell’uamo: larea &
stata considerata un bene ambientale o parti-
re dagli anni Settanta, quande il disboscamento
venne interrotto o favore della conservazions. Con
questo paradosso, quello di un'area boschiva nata
per fini Industriali @ oggl patrimonio amblentale,
si & dovutn confrontare Powerhouss Company al
mements della progettazione. |l sito & infetti aot-
toposto a una rigida regolamaniazions, che vin-
colo altezza e volumetria fuori terra delle nuove
cogtruzioni.

De Ru e Bessard hanno pertanto optato per
una soluzione in parte ipogea, con una distribu-
zione delle funzioni invertita rispatto alla conaue-
tudine delle abitozionl ordinarie, Tutti gllamblenti
diurnl (soggiorno, cucing & studic) si trovano in
una posizione "amersa’ e panoramica, mentre le
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OMETRIA ESPLOSA
UMCDED AXONOMETRIC FROJECTION

LUHTA mano TanmA
S¥OUND FLooR PLAM

AMONG THE MATURE PINES OF A
PLANTED FOREST IN BENNEKOM,
THE HETHERLAMDS, HNAMNMNE DE RU
AMD CHARLES BESSARD LAY OUT
A BLEACHED STRUCTURE THAT
RESTS ON THE TERRAIN LIKE

A LARGE ABSTRACT SCULPTURE

The Powerhouse Company architecture
office was founded in 2005 by Charlas Bessard
and Manne de Ru. Divided betwean Rotterdam
and Copenhagen, the studio Is concelved as a
way of working autonomously within a comman
yision of architecture by establishing a type of
cooperation where both architects bring to frul-
tion their specific design identity. Villa 1is thelr
first built project, and well represents the firm's
cultural and professional modus operandl. The
houee is located in the Bennekom area of east-
arn Holland In a Douglas-pine forest that was
planted In the 505 to provide straight grained
wood for beams.

As [s often the case in The Metherlands,
seamingly natural types of landscape are actu-
ally artificial. This area has been prolected as
part of Holland's environmental heritage sinca
the '70s, when deforestation was arrasted in
favourof conservation. Pewerhouse Company's
task was to take a creative stance towards the
paradoxes of a wooded area that originated to
meet industrial neede and then became a pra-
served national landscape. Accordingly, the
sita Is subject to rigld zoning regulations per-
talning to the height and aboveground velume
of new buildings.

De Ru and Bassard opted for a solution that
{lez half above ground and half under, where
the layout of functions is inverted compared to
ordinary houses. Daytime spacas (living room,
kitehen, study) ara placed in an emerged and
panaramic position, while the more private
spaces {master bedroom, guest room) are dug
out underneath, yet recelve daylight thanks lo
manipulation of the site's slope and the open-
Ing of a patio

AY-shaped planisrotated in suchaway as
to glve the different indeor functions eptimum
pxposure to natural light and the best viaws of
the surrounding woodiand: a work area (north-
west exposure), a kitchen and dining room
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[sast-southwest exposure), and an Informal
living room (north-south).

Framing the aboveground functions for-
mally, a straight-edged cornice lzads around
the house's top and bottom perimeters, fold-
ing Its way around horlzontally in the shapa
of outdoor platforms, then bending vertically
towards each other and almost touching on the
entrancefacade, The folded roof marks the out-
door spaces in a sculptural way and encloses
the Villa. Seen from the entrance side, the con-
struction is stark and minimal, resting without
any Interaction on the sloping terrain.

The inhabitable ¥ shape, the project's
fundamental basis, fans out on the opposite
side from the entrance, where the roof Is once
again flush with the glazed facades, The plan's
rigidity Is visible In the structure of the Inte-
ior spaces. According to the rooms’ above- or
below ground pesition and functlion, different
materials are used (wood, slate and cement).
The bathrooms are inserted and concealed
Inside central blocks that leave the living areas
around the house's outeredge free and allow for
unobstructed viaws of the landscape.

The housa's structure and window frames
are invisible. Glass sheats are joined by silicone
only, and the roof Is held up by structural ele-
ments that are hidden in the central blocks. A
bookcase In the study collaborates with the
structure, creating a Vierandeel truss that sup-
porte part of the roof.

Few vertical elements are kept visible,
among them the "Mieslan Gimp®, a cross-
shaped pillar sheathed in black rubber (its nick-
name refers to the masked “Gimp® character in
the movie Pulp Fictlonjused as astop for alarge
sliding door clad in green marble. An unusual
elemant in Dutch intarlors is provided by the
custom-built details that turn the house into a
pleasure dome by combining a hieratkc Miesvan
dar Rohe style with James Bond glamour. as

Fisibid, & FIANCD; VISTA DEL
PROSFPETTO MORD, FUR
ESSENDO DOTATA DI UNA
FORTE COHMOTATIONE
PLASTICA, LA VILLA I
ETUDIATA IN RELATIO-

ME ALL'ORIENTAHENTO
ECLARE. IL DIEECHO DRGLI
INTERNI PARTE DALLPATRIO
CEMTRALE PUNTS DI
SNODO DELLO SCHEMA A Y,
FERMETTE 01 AFFER-
RARE CON LA VISTAIL
PIANO TERAA HELLA SUA
COMPLESITA. LE CANERE
DA LETTO SOMO RICAVATE
NEL PIAND INTERRATD

E ILLUMINATE TRANITE
DEGL] AFFOESAMENTI
MODELLATI HEL TERREND,
DEFINITI AGLI ARCHITET-
T1 “CAMYON DI LUCE",

CPROSITE PADE: MORTH Fi-
CADE VILLA I'S SEULPTUR-
AL QUALITY | ACTUALLY
DABED OM EXPOEURE TO
THE SUH. THE INTERIOR
DEVELOPS FROM THE CEM-
TRAL ATRIUM, WHERE THE
THRAEE BRAHCHES OF THE ¥
HEET, FROM WHICH POINT
CHE HAS AN OVERYIEW

OF THE WHOLE GROUND
FLOGR. UMDERGRDUND,
THE DEDROOHS RECEIVE
DAYLIGHT BY SCOOPING
GUT LITTLE VALLEYS IH THE
TEARAIM, WHICH THE AR-
CHITECTS CALL “CANYOMS
OF LIGHT™.



